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Overview 
 

This course aims to broaden and consolidate students' intermediate knowledge of the 

Japanese language acquired in Years 7 to 10. 

 

A substantial number of vocabulary, kanji and grammar points at the upper 

intermediate level are introduced using function-based textbooks, while enabling 

students to review and integrate their prior knowledge of vocabulary and grammar. 

 

This course also offers practical communication practice to build students' ability to 

converse and discuss on a wide range of topics. At the same time, strong emphasis is 

placed on developing reading and writing skills using practical materials for different 

functions and situations in Japanese. 

 

Why study a foreign language? 
 

“There is a critical need for foreign language skills.” 
~ The US Department of Defense 

 

Benefits of foreign language study: 

 

• Improved performance across other areas, especially Math and Science. 

• Improved verbal and spatial skills. 

• Improved competence in English with a strong correlation between foreign 

language study and increased reading comprehension skills. 

• Promotes creativity and improves attention to detail. 

• Significantly better performance on standardised tests (eg, NAPLAN, QCST). 

• Greater skills in divergent thinking also known as “thinking outside the box”. 

• Foreign language study strengthens the area of the brain responsible for 

executive function including complex problem solving, multi-tasking and 

focusing skills. 

• Promotes a higher density of grey matter (the brain’s neurons and synapses), 

which leads to improved memory and listening skills. 

• Studies have shown it can delay the onset of diseases such as Alzheimers and 

dementia 

 

Foreign language study makes the brain more healthy, complex and actively 

engaged. 

 

Most importantly, studying a second language broadens horizons and promotes inter-

cultural understanding and what it means to be a good global citizen. 

 

 "If you talk to a man in a language he understands, 

that goes to his head. If you talk to him in his 

language, that goes to his heart." 
~ Nelson Mandela 
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Prior Knowledge: 
 

It is assumed students have confidently grasped reading and writing using both 

hiragana and katakana characters. Students should also be familiar with the kanji, 

vocabulary and grammar studied up to this point, including in Years 7 to 10. 

 

Course Staff: 
 

Mr Tommy Yoshikawa (AD of Interpreting and Translating, BE, GD of Ed) 

Mr Yoshikawa has a Bachelor of Economics in Japan and also a Post Graduate 

Diploma of Education in Secondary teaching in Australia. Mr Yoshikawa was born in 

Nagoya, Japan so is a native speaker who has worked for Toyota as a translator, 

teacher and interpreter. He came to Australia in 2010 and has taught Japanese at 

secondary school level in Melbourne before moving to Brisbane at the beginning of 

this year.  

 

Native Speaker Teaching Assistant 

Each year, the College welcomes a voluntary Japanese native speaker from our sister 

school in Kagoshima to work with classes for a year. This first-hand native speaker 

interaction is invaluable for students and is an enriching and rewarding experience 

for all involved. 

 

Learning Outcomes: 
 

On successful completion of this course students will: 

1. Be able to talk about the environment and social issues. 

2. Have knowledge and understanding of Japanese at an introductory level (e.g. 

grammar, vocabulary, kanji)  

3. Have linguistic skills of Japanese at an introductory level, in all four areas of 

reading, writing, speaking and listening.  

4. Be able to locate and use Japanese materials on the Internet  

5. Develop skills in communicating in Japanese in a culturally appropriate manner 

in a variety of situations.  

6. Be proficient in the appropriate use of contemporary technologies in research, 

writing, communication and presentation.  

7. Develop qualities to become autonomous, critical and creative thinkers. 

 

Learning & Teaching Activities: 
 

All classes will involve interactive teaching and learning. There will be three parts: 

1. Textbook-based structured learning where students can learn essential 

vocabulary, kanji, grammar and conversation skills in a systematic manner; 

2. Technology-based vocabulary study where students can revise essential 

vocabulary, kanji and grammar in an engaging manner at home. 

3. Teacher-based one-on-one guidance during the term where students receive 

individualised attention and monitoring of their progress. 
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Learning Resources: 
 

• Southern Cross Catholic College Japanese Website – www.scccjapan.com 

• Mirai 5 Textbook & Activity Book 

• Education Perfect App/Website – www.educationperfect.com 

 
Student login information for Education Perfect follows the format below: 

Username: SCCSJohnSmith 

Password: John 
 

Scan the QR Codes with your mobile device for quick access to: 
 

 

     

 
SCCC Japan      Education Perfect 

 

Course Details: 
 

Week 

(Approx.) 
Mirai (5) Units 1 – 3 Topics 

1 
Alternate timetable 

Introduction to Japanese 

2 
Unit 1 Kanji 

Introducing yourself 

3 
Expressing Ability / Inability 

Expressing strong feelings 

Linking sentences 

4 
Expressing ‘try and do’ 

Unit 2 Kanji 

Expressing gratitude 

5 
Asking if it is convenient 

Making requests 

Asking/telling about 

6 
Giving a reason 

Giving advice 

Looking forward to something 

7 
Unit 3 Kanji 

Expressing obligation 

Apologising 

8 
Accepting apologies 

Prohibition, denial 

Exam preparation 

9-10 
Reading Exam 

Speaking Exam 

Culture activities 
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21st Century Program Delivery: 
 

In the traditional model of classroom instruction, the teacher is typically the central 

focus of a lesson and the primary disseminator of information. Class activity is 

typically centred on the teacher who controls the pace and flow of the lesson.  

 

The Japanese program has broken free of these traditional, and often limiting 

methods, and adopted a cutting-edge approach to teaching and learning. This 

approach intentionally shifts instruction to a learner-centred model in which class 

time is dedicated to exploring topics in greater depth and creating meaningful 

learning opportunities, while educational technology such as online videos are 

employed to deliver content.  

 

This approach is commonly referred to as a “flipped classroom”. This mode allows for 

highly differentiated instruction, meaning more time can be spent in class on higher-

order thinking skills as students tackle difficult problems, work in groups and research, 

and construct knowledge with the help of their teacher and peers. 

 

As a result, a teacher's interaction with students in a flipped classroom can be more 

personalised and less instructive. Students are actively involved in knowledge 

acquisition and construction as they participate in and evaluate their learning. 

 

This mode of delivery… 

• Provides flexibility to work at one’s own pace 

• Caters for different abilities and different levels of language competence 

• Allows for different learning style preferences and task preferences while still 

providing the opportunity for learners to engage with the variety of experiences 

encompassed in communication 

• Increases motivation 

• Reduces stress within the learning environment 

• Encourages the development of autonomy and self-direction 

• Empowers the learner 

• Creates an environment where the facilitator can watch the learner learn and 

support the learner more individually 

• Has shown dramatic success in improving student learning 

• Provides opportunities for extension of high-achieving students 
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Workload: 
 

The information below is provided as a guide to assist students to engage 

appropriately with the course requirements. 

 
Note: Revision (homework) is most effective when undertaken regularly in short sessions. 

 

Per Week Per Term 

4 x 50 min class lessons Approximately 20 hrs 

1 hr home-based study* Approximately 6 hrs 

10 mins Education Perfect vocab study Approximately 1.5 hrs 

 Exam Preparation - 2 hours 

 

*Students may choose to set aside one study period per week to complete course 

work in lieu of home-based study. 

 

Assessment: 
 

The following assessment will be used to determine a student’s final result at the end 

of Semester One. 

 

• Reading Exam 25% 

• Speaking Exam 25% 

 

Total 50% 

 
Note: The remaining 50% will be calculated from Term 2 assessment. 

 

Term 1 Assessment Dates: 
 

Japanese exams are scheduled during the College Exam Block, in Week 9-10 (March 

21 – 27) of Term 1. 

 

In the event of absence: 

 

• Illness: medical certificate required for Years 11 & 12. A note from a parent to 

the subject teacher or Curriculum Leader explaining the reason for the absence 

for students in Years 7–10. 

 

Failure to produce a medical certificate (Years 11 & 12) or a note (Years 7–10) 

will result in a student being absent without cause. Therefore, they will receive 

no credit for that particular piece of assessment. This could have a significant 

impact on the student's overall result for the semester. 

 

• Compassionate reasons: contact relevant House Leader or Deputy Principal. 
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• Selection in sporting or cultural activities (as approved by school): a letter of 

selection or other valid documentation. 

 

• If a family makes the decision for their child to be absent from the College for a 

lifestyle reason (for example, going on holidays), and miss a scheduled 

examination due to their absence, there may be no opportunity for the student 

to complete missed assessment. Extensions cannot be given, as special 

provision does not apply in such circumstances. 

 

Assessment Details: 
 

 

Reading Exam 

The 50 min exam will cover all aspects of the course up to and including 

Term 1 content. Students will read extended passages in Japanese and 

answer questions about the content in English. 

  

 

Speaking Exam 

The 15 min exam (including 10 mins preparation time) will focus on the 

topic of self-introductions. Students will take part in a role-play with the 

teacher where they will establish and maintain communication in 

Japanese. 

  

 

Education Perfect 

Students will use the Education Perfect App or website to complete 

their vocabulary study at home. This will be due for completion on the 

Friday of Week 8. If you would like to know how your child is progressing 

with this task, please contact me for details. 

  

 

Classwork 

Students will be assessed on the work completed during class time. 

 

Assessment Preparation Materials: 
 

Students will be provided with exam preparation materials a week prior to their 

scheduled exams. These materials will be made available online through the 

Education Perfect app/website. If your child is experiencing difficulty in accessing 

these materials online, a hardcopy can be provided for them to use. It is expected 

that students will complete these tasks in the lead up to their exams to assist in 

achieving the best possible outcome on their assessment. If you would like to know 

how your child is progressing with this task, please contact me for details. 

 


